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Backups help Irish rally 
for Citrus Bowl victory 
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AT&T follows bonuses with layoffs 


Union leader: Thousands 
across US are losing jobs 


James Briggs 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


When AT&T Inc. announced it would 
hand out holiday bonuses to 200,000 
workers thanks to Congress’ recent tax 


overhaul, the company’s statement 
failed to mention a separate, yet nota- 
ble, personnel matter: Many employees 
will be getting laid off in the coming 
weeks. 

AT&T is eliminating thousands of 
jobs across the U.S., including 30 in 
Central Indiana, according to Commu- 
nications Workers of America, the 
union that represents AT&T employees. 
The company is cutting nearly 12 per- 


cent of its technicians who install U- 
verse and DirectTV in the Indianapolis 
area, according to union figures. 

AT&T responded to questions about 
the layoffs with a statement touting re- 
cent hiring. The company declined to 
confirm the number of job cuts. 

“Were adding people in many areas 
where we're seeing increased customer 
demand for products and services,” 
AT&T said in a statement. “At the same 


time, technology improvements are 
driving higher efficiencies and there are 
some areas where demand for our lega- 
cy services continues to decline, and 
we're adjusting our workforce in some 
of those areas as we continue to align 
our workforce with the changing needs 
of the business.” 

Moments after Congress passed a 


See AT&T, Page 10A 


Colts launch 
‘wide-open’ search 


Colts owner Jim Irsay said Monday that General Manager Chris Ballard, left, would lead the search for the team’s 


next head coach. MATT KRYGER/INDYSTAR 


Colts Insider 
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USA TODAY NETWORK 


Their franchise is farther removed 
from the mountaintop than it has 
been in years, a just-concluded four- 
win season punctuated by the firing 
of the head coach. 

Yet, Indianapolis Colts owner Jim 


Team is going to get ‘right fit’ 


Irsay and General Manager Chris Bal- 
lard on Monday stated, with unwa- 
vering confidence, that they have one 
of the most attractive job openings in 
the NFL. 

A day after dismissing Chuck Pa- 
gano after six seasons following Sun- 
day’s season finale, the Colts’ brass 
turned the page and began the proc- 
ess of moving on. 

“We're going to get the right fit for 
the Indianapolis Colts,” Ballard said. 
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“We have a great organization, we 
have a lot to sell and this is going to be 
a great place. We're going to do a lot 
of great things going forward.” 

The process was well underway by 
Monday, the Colts already casting a 


See COLTS, Page 10A 


Several Carmel résidente believe the 
city should not have approved a large 
solar array that David Luedtke is 
building in a residential area. 
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Neighbors 
fume over 
solar array 
in Carmel 


Homeowners worry that 
property values will drop 


Chris Sikich 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The decision by Carmel to approve a 
homeowners large solar installation 
has left neighbors fuming and fearing 
their property values will suffer. 

Just after Halloween, David Luedtke 
began installing a roughly 5,000- 
square-foot, 8-foot-tall array with at 
least 156 solar panels at the back of his 
ll-acre estate on Clay Center Road. 
While the array is not visible from the 
road, it backs up to Clay Springs, a small 
neighborhood with homes averaging 
around $500,000. The solar panels ap- 
pear to be screened from Luedtke’s own 
house by a tree line. 

A handful of homeowners have pro- 
tested to Mayor Jim Brainard and the 
Carmel City Council that the solar array 
is the scope of an industrial, not a resi- 
dential, project. They want it removed, 
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Record-cracking deep freeze shows no 
sign of loosening grip on nation. 1B 
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